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NOTES REGARDING THIS CURRICULUM AND THE LAW 

 
This revised curriculum guide was reviewed and updated by members of the NCBCPS Board 
of Directors, attorneys, primary scholars, a curriculum specialist, and classroom teachers. 
Their continuing input in the enhancement and development of The Bible In History and 

 
NCBCPS encourages all public schools to follow applicable law and all federal and state 
guidelines in maintaining religious neutrality and accommodating the diverse religious views, 
traditions, and perspectives of their students.  No public school teacher or official should ever 
endorse, favor, promote, or disfavor or show hostility to, any particular religion or 
nonreligious faith.  Nothing in this curriculum is intended to violate any provision of the 
United States Constitution or federal law, any state constitution or state law, or any rules or 
guidelines provided by the United States Department of Education or state department of 
education.   
 
For the convenience of every instructor of this elective course, following this Table of Contents 
is a statement of principles regarding religious expression—including specific information 
regarding teaching about the Bible, and the role of religion in the history of America and other 
countries—that was produced by the United States Department of Education.  NCBCPS 
recommends that instructors of this course, and all public school employees, familiarize 
themselves with and closely follow these federal guidelines.      
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UUnniitt  99::  LLiitteerraattuurree  HHiigghhlliigghhttss  
JJoobb  aanndd  PPssaallmmss    

  
UNIT 9► This unit is designed to acquaint the student with the influential literary 
characteristics and forms found in the poetic Hebrew Bible/Old Testament. 

 

 Performance Condition/Action Statements 
 
 Based on assigned readings from Job, Psalms, and songs from Exodus and 
Judges, the student will:   
 
1. (Knowledge)  Identify examples of parallelism in the Psalms (see p.128). 
  
2. (Comprehension)  Compare the Song of Moses in Exodus 15 with Psalm 80. 
  
3. (Application)  Read the last five chapters of Job describing the Bible’s account of 
 the exchange between Job and his God.  In what way are the questions and issues 
 discussed universal and timeless in their theme? HOTS.  
 
4. (Analysis) Explain why the poetry identified on p. 135 expresses the idealistic side 
 of man. HOTS.  
 
5. (Synthesis)  Write a paraphrase of Psalm 23. HOTS.  
 
6. (Evaluation)  Assess the similarities in biblical parallelism with the poetry of 
 authors such as George Herbert, Richard Crashaw, William Blake, and Edward 
 Taylor. HOTS.  
 
Performance Criterion: The student will complete writing assignments, participate in small 
group discussion, and complete readings as assigned.  
 
 
Lesson 1:  An Introduction to Characteristics of Hebrew Poetry  
 

Lesson Objective:   Based on lecture and class discussion, the student will explain in 
his own words the following terms: parallelism; simplicity of structure; use of the 
question; figurative language; understatement. 

  

Refer to the Teacher’s Companion Guide for all answers and class discussion keys.
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SSaammppllee  LLeessssoonn  PPllaannss  
 
Note: Just a reminder here that review of Psalms or portions of Psalms (selected at the 
teacher’s discretion) continues. The study of Proverbs will also continue through the end 
of the semester, culminating with chapter 15. The remaining Proverbs will be covered in 
the second semester of this course.  
 
Lesson 1: Read Psalm 119 which offers an excellent opportunity to study several 
poetic characteristics noted in the curriculum. Note also that each set of eight verses is 
preceded by a Hebrew letter that may also be studied and learned. One to three class 
periods.  

Introduce some Hebrew letters and their meaning for study. These may be found in 
Hebrew lexicons.  HOTS.  

Lesson 2: Choose a variety of Psalms for study and identification of synonymous, 
synthetic, antithetical, and climactic parallelism. Have students create examples of parallel 
statements. The students may work in pairs. One to three class periods.  

Lesson 3: 
discussions that display the impact of questioning to express a point of view. Compare 
and contrast these methods of questioning to courtroom or other scenarios. One to three 
class periods.  
 
Lesson 4: Choose Psalms that exhibit examples of personification, metaphor, 
hyperbole, simile, understatement and iteration. Read these aloud and have students cite 
examples of each. More examples of these may be found in Deborah’s Song in Judges 5. 
Compare and contrast the description of God in Moses’ and Miriam’s song (Exodus 15) 
with the Hallel recited during Passover celebrations (Psalm 113-118). Two class periods.  
HOTS.  

Lesson 5: Choose Psalms that are expressions of praise, worship, procession and 
ascent. Suggestions are: 8, 9, 18, 19, 29, 30, 33, 34, 47, 48, 66, 81, 89, 95, 96, 98, 100, 103, 105, 
106, 107, 108, 111,112,113, 117, 135, 138, 145, 146, 147, 148, 149, 150. Have students choose 
any two, or three, and objectively compare and contrast these with one other for their 
literary and poetic qualities.  One to two class periods.  HOTS.  (Note: The instructor must point 
out that these selections are being reviewed only for their influential literary and poetic qualities, and that the 
review must not be regarded or treated as a “devotional” exercise—inappropriate for a classroom setting.) 

Lesson 6: Choose Psalms that express and assess the themes of penance, contrition, 
elegy, and lamentation and evaluate their meaning as expressions of man’s nature. Read 
aloud and discuss.  HOTS.  

Read Job 38-41 and Psalm 8, 13, 137 and 139. Have students participate in 
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Sample Video

Located throughout the electronic version are interactive options to view 
videos, presentation slides, and related articles.
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